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The Eagle River Chain of 

Lakes Association is the 

first non-profit, 

voluntary lake 

organization whose 

purpose is to maintain, 

protect, and improve 

the quality of the lakes 

and connecting 

waterways from Burnt 

Rollways Dam to Otter 

Rapids Dam on the Eagle 

River Chain of Lakes.  

Formed in 2001, it is 

incorporated as a Non-

stock Corporation under 

Wisconsin law.  It is 

recognized  as a public 

charity under Section 
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2017 was a big Year, 2018 will be even bigger 

The Board of Directors along with the members of the Eagle River Chain of Lakes 

Association began 2018 with high expectations; we had just finalized the consolida-

tion of all the lake associations into one entity.  As we went through the consolida-

tion one significant measure of the success of the new ERCLA would be, not just re-

tention of members, but an increase in our member base. 

As of the end of the first quarter of 2018 we had a 28% increase in total membership 

over the same period in 2017.  Our goal has been to retain our existing members 

and grow the new member base.  98% of the members at the end of the first quarter 

of 2017 renewed their membership in first quarter of 2018; that compares to only 

23% of 2016 members renewing in Q1 of 2017.  New member growth was up 36.8% 

for Q1 2018 over 2017. 

Based on the growth in membership and diligent expense control, our Q1 2018    

financial situation is excellent. 

We won’t have Q2 and first half of 2018 membership and financial numbers, for year 

over year comparison ready until the annual membership meeting.  That meeting is 

scheduled for July 14th 9 am at the Lincoln Town Hall.  Later in this newsletter we 

will report membership numbers through end of May. 

The Lake Captains are off to a great start.  Several projects have begun under their 

leadership.  George Katich, Lake Captain for Yellow Birch, led an effort to develop a 

fully revamped Boat Safety brochure.  Bill Krostue, Lake Captain for Lynx, led a pro-

ject team in the design of a brand new ERCLA member sign.  Marc Groth, Lake Cap-

tain for Duck, attended a 2 day Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention at UW Ste-

vens Point.  Marc and Laura Koranda, Lake Captains for Eagle, are working on a pro-

ject to see what we can do to enhance the quantity of fish on the Eagle River chain. 

Please be sure to mark your calendar for our annual membership meeting.  It will be 

very informative; we are going to have two guest speakers.  The first speaker is the 

owner of Sunset Point; there is a brief article in this newsletter on his topic.  The 

second is a Sheriff’s deputy to speak about the boat patrol. 

I hope to meet many of you at that meeting. 

2018 IS OFF TO A FANTASTIC START 



Lake Management Plan Update 
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Our website is awesome!  Check it 
out at 

eagleriverchain.org 

Phase IV is planned for this year.  Yellow Birch, Watersmeet, and the Eagle river are part of phase IV.  We  vol-

unteers from those water bodies to be a part of the planning committee but could use more.  We are asking for 

only a few hours of your time.  The committee meets twice, usually in August.  The committee activity is man-

aged by our consulting partner, Onterra.  If you are interested in helping, contact Dave Tidmarsh 

Onterra conducted water quality studies last year and will do it again this spring for the phase IV water bodies.  

At the first meeting in August, Onterra will provide the planning committee members with the results of their 

studies. 

All that is expected of the volunteers for the planning committee 

is to read the current version of the plan, attend the meetings, 

and provide your input on the management actions that need to 

be taken to improve those conditions that Onterra has found 

need attention. 

Please get involved. 

 

 

For the eighth consecutive year paid UW – Oshkosh interns will staff chain 

boat landings as part of the Wisconsin DNR Clean Boats, Clean Waters pro-

ject. 

Boat inspectors help perform boat and trailer checks, disseminate informational 

brochures and educate boaters on how to prevent the spread of aquatic inva-

sive species.  Landings will be staffed on various weekend shifts from May 26th 

to August 20th. 

Two hundred hours of inspection time will be performed at each landing.  You 

may see our inspectors at the Braywood Catfish Lake, Eagle Lake County Park 

and T-Docks Yellow Birch Lake boat landings.  If so, thank them for working on 

this important project.   

 

UW—Oshkosh to Staff Chain Boat Landings 

 



The new brochure is an update on 

the content and look.  The brochure 

has much more regarding safety and 

the regulations that every boater 

must follow but may not be aware of. 

One of the biggest general boating 

requirements that most boaters are 

not aware of, or chose to ignore, is 

that it is illegal to operate a boat at 

greater than “slow, or no wake” 

within 100 feet of shoreline, dock, 

raft, piers, swimmers, or restricted 

areas. 

There is a section on requirements 

specific to Personal Watercraft.  One 

that is often not considered by the 

casual user, is that the operator must 

be at least 12 years old and have 

completed an approved boating 

safety course. 

We will have the new brochures at 

the annual meeting. 

Everyone is familiar with the 

historic Sunset Point; it is in the 

national registry of historic places.  

As you are out on the chain 

boating this summer you will notice 

a new addition to the fabulous 

boathouse. 

After a five year effort the owners 

of Sunset Point received approval 

to build an addition to the existing 

boathouse.  It looks terrific and 

blends in with the existing 

boathouse. 
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New Safety Brochure 

Lake Contacts 
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Kim Goluska, the owner, will be at 

our annual membership meeting in 

July to talk about the effort he 

went through to get the approval; 

and will be available to answer 

questions. 

Lake Captain E-mail address 

Catfish Gary Conger gdconger@gmail.com 

Cranberry Tom Atchison Tom.atchison3@gmail.com 

Duck Marc Groth msgroth@sbcglobal.net 

Eagle Laura Koranda laura@eaglewaters.com 

Lynx Bill Krostue krostu@charter.net 

Otter Dave Mueller muellerd@dwave.net 

Scattering Rice Dennis Burg dburg8648@aol.com 

Voyageur Sara Decker sara@derbyinn.com 

Watersmeet Dan Newitt knewitt@earthlink.net 

Yellow Birch George Katich gwkatich@gmail.com 

Changes at Sunset Point 

 



Yellow Birch Lake 
 

 

 

My name is George Katich and I am the lake captain 

for Yellow Birch Lake; which includes all property 

owners on the Yellow Birch Lake and the Eagle River 

from the t-docks west to the Highway 45 bridge.    If 
you have questions or concerns about Yellow Birch 

Lake or other lakes of the Eagle River chain, please 

contact me at 847-309-4008 or gwkatich@gmail.com. 

 

Save the date:   July 7, 2018 for our annual Yellow 

Birch Lake meeting and social event.   This year we 

are trying something different with a late afternoon 

get together.   More information will be mailed to you 

on this up coming event. 

 

Whether you are a full time or part time resident; 

renting or selling your home, we need every riparian 

to be a member of ERCLA.   It’s up to all of us to 

continue to protect our water and shorelines to 

maintain our property values on the Eagle River Chain 

of Lakes.   If you haven’t joined ERCLA in 2018, 

please do so now.  As a reminder, there are no 

longer individual lake associations, we are one 

association, ERCLA. 

 

George Katich - Yellow Birch Lake Captain 

 

Hello Fellow Eagle Chain riparians.  Spring has finally 

arrived as the Duck Lake ice came off on May 4.  On 

May 5 I saw my first loon on Duck and was happy to 

be able to get out fishing for the opener.  I wouldn’t 

have thought it possible a week earlier when I was 
walking on the ice just off my pier.   

 

I’m sure all of you are looking forward to a great 

summer again this year along with myself.  We are 

fortunate to be able to live on this incredible chain of 

lakes whether we are fishing, boating, or just admiring 

a sunset from our pier. Whatever it is you do, have 

fun and be safe.  As you think about your upcoming 

summer, please keep in mind it is important for all of  

 

(Duck Lake continued) 

 

us to work together to protect and preserve it to the  

best of our ability.   

 

With that in mind, I respectfully ask that you continue 

to support the Eagle River Chain of Lakes Association 
(ERCLA) with your annual membership and possibly 

considering volunteering wherever you can.  It is truly 

an honor for me to represent Duck Lake as a member 

of the ERCLA board so feel free to contact me with any 

questions or concerns you have.  

Hope to see you on the water this season. 

 

Marc Groth - Duck Lake Captain 

My name is Bill Krostue. I am representing Lynx Lake 

riparians as your lake captain. My wife Deb and I have 

been on Lynx Lake since 2007. The first 6 to 7 years 

our waterfrontage was matted over with milfoil prop 

chop that drifted to our shoreline and extended out 20 

to 30 feet. It was an annoying and ugly site; so dense 

and abundant we were unable to fish or swim. ERCLA 

began the milfoil battle in 2008 and I can attest it has 

been amazing and successful achievement! The milfoil 

has been vastly reduced and the prop chop is virtually 

gone. 

 

My commitment and resolve as your Lynx Lake captain 

and to all Eagle River Chain of Lakes riparians is to 

ensure that the newly consolidated ERCLA will always 

remain an ASSOCIATION (not a taxing regulatory 

body) funded by voluntary dues, donations and grants 

with the main objectives being clean water, the 

eradication and control of Milfoil/AIS and to carry on 
the past achievements of ERCLA. We all need to be 

mindful to continue ERCLA’S accomplishments it will 

require many volunteers and riparian support. Let’s all 

get on board and join ERCLA. 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions, suggestions 

and/or comments. 

 

Bill Krostue - Lynx Lake Captain 
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Lynx Lake 

Lake Captain Reports 

Duck Lake 



New Association Signs 
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Last year members of the various lake associations proudly displayed their membership by putting up a sign 

indicating that they are members if their lake association.  In keeping with that tradition ERCLA has decided to 

purchase newly designed signs so that ERCLA members can proudly display their membership in ERCLA.  An 

image of the new sign is below. 

Each riparian that becomes a member of ERCLA will have a sign indicating their membership in ERCLA and what 

lake they are on. 

A project team comprised of lake captains got together to design these new signs.  They are working through 

some last minute details in the process of getting these new signs distributed to our members.  You will hear 

more on these signs at our annual membership meeting. 
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The Original Citizen Action Group 

This is about how ERCLA got started and how we got 

to where we are today. 

In the early 2000’s there was an article in the Vilas 

County News Review on AIS.  It was the first time that 

the general public was informed regarding invasive 

species.  Bill Lochte (he is the source for this article) 

contacted a person in the WI DNR who directed him 

to Gil Rosenthal. 

As it turns out Gil had recently started a group of 

about 6 to 8 riparians who were very concerned with 

the status of Eurasian Water Milfoil on the Eagle River 

chain of lakes. They started meeting at the bar at the 

Chanticleer but they didn’t really know how to address 

the problem and it was a big problem. 

This original group first organized themselves into what 

they named The Eagle River Chain of Lakes 

Association; they also had the foresight to form the 

group as 502 (c) (3), a non-profit entity. 

They researched the issue and then Jim Spring, 

Chairman of the Town of Washington, contacted an 

organization to conduct the first study of EWM on the 

chain.  The results of the study showed just how big the 

problem was; 280 acers of highly dominant EWM.  This 

issue had to be addressed and fast. 

Three lakes on the chain, Catfish, Cranberry, and 

Yellow Birch were the first to reach out to their 

riparians to raise money to begin a treatment program.  

There was no formal method to treat the EWM so 

these lakes took it upon themselves to do the 

treatment. 

There were three distinct phases ERCLA went through 

in its relationship with WI DNR.  At first the DNR 

wasn’t a part of the solution. Then as ERCLA gained 

momentum, more lakes joined the fight and formed 

individual lake associations.  This got the DNR’s 
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attention and they tried to shut down ERCLA’s efforts 

to take action on the problem.  Today ERCLA has an 

excellent relationship with the DNR. 

In 2007 ERCLA was informed that it alone could not 

request grant money from the DNR.  Instead it had to 

form a public/private entity through a joint powers 

agreement.  This organization is the current Unified 

Lower Eagle River Chain of Lakes Commission or just 

The Commission.  The Commission is comprised of 

four municipalities, the City of Eagle River, and the 

townships of Washington, Lincoln, and Cloverland.  

You can go to its website for more information.  

www.eagleriverchaincommission.org. 

In 2016 it became clear that there were a number of 

similar challenges that the individual lake associations 

and ERCLA faced.  Early 2017 a decision was made to 

dissolve the individual lake associations and 

consolidate everything into ERCLA.  That was 

accomplished at the end of 2017.  We are 5 months 

into this new endeavor and by all indications the 

transition was smooth and has been a great success. 

Visit ERCLA’s website for detailed information.  

www.eagleriverchain.org 

 

 

 

http://www.eagleriverchaincommission.org
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Show Your Support of the Eagle River Chain by Joining ERCLA Now 

New Membership or Renewal 

Make check payable to: 

 

Eagle River Chain of Lakes Association, Inc. 

PO Box 1821 

Eagle River, WI 54521 

     Name _________________________________________________ 

 

     Mailing Address __________________________________________ 

                          

      ______________________________________________________ 

 

     Email___________________________________________________ 

 

     Lake Address ____________________________________________ 

         

The Eagle River east of Hwy 45 bridge is part of Yellow Birch Lake.  The Eagle 

River west of Hwy 45 bridge is part of Watersmeet Lake 

Dues $60  

Donation $___________ 

Total Payment Enclosed $____________ 

SNL 
Remember, all dues and donations are tax deductible! Thank You! 

Duplicate payments applied as a donation 

Membership Report 
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As of the end of May 2017 there were 332 lake 

members, 4 businesses, and 2 non-riparians.  This year 

as of the end of May there are 360 lake members, 7 

businesses, and 4 non-riparians.  2018 total membership 

is a 9.8% increase over 2017. 

ERCLA’s Board of Directors firmly believe that the 

consolidation is off to a good start.  Our new 

communication strategy is clearly working.  This year 

we added to our communication strategy by using e-

newsletters; we have sent out 2 so far this year. 

For the annual meeting we will have a more detailed 

membership report which will include a second quarter 

year over year analysis and a first half of the year 

comparison. 

We look forward to all of our current members 

renewing their 

membership.  If you 

have not been a 

member please join us.  

 

   Below is a chart of members by lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   The 7 businesses are: 

   Camp Ojibwa – new 

   Eddie B’s White Spruce – renewal 

   Hi-Pines – renewal 

   Klinters Bay Resort – renewal 

   Peoples State Bank – new 

   Chain O Lakes Campground – new 

   Wild Eagle Lodge - new 

Catfish 81 

Cranberry 65 

Duck 20 

Eagle 36 

Lynx 5 

Otter 28 

Scattering Rice 27 

Voyageur 11 

Watersmeet 52 

Yellow Birch 35 

Total 360 



Dedicated to Preserving and Protecting  

the Eagle River Chain of Lakes  

Eagle River Chain of Lakes Association 

PO Box 1821 

Eagle River, WI 54521 

ERCLA Annual Meeting 
 

July 14, 2018 
9AM 

Lincoln Town Hall 
 

Lincoln Town Hall 


